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Windward Orchid Society’s NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING is scheduled for  Wednesday,  

October 5th at 7:30 p.m. in the King Intermediate School Cafeteria  
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The October Orchid Lecture is brought to you by our own Sheron Harwood. 
 

I have Media and I have Pots and I know how to use Them! 
Otherwise known as: “Everything you wanted to know about Media and Potting …..but were too shy to ask!” 

 
Come to the October 5th meeting to fill-in the blanks in your potting knowledge: 

 
Which media do I use?  Which type of Pot – Clay or Plastic?        I’ve heard No media is o.k., really? Really! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What about mounting on a piece of Hapu or driftwood? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Then there are Baskets, Help!! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do I know which Orchid likes what type of media? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There are so many choices, which is best? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
I am so confused.  Yes, you are! 
Hopefully this lecture will clear it all up and give you the freedom to not worry and just enjoy your orchids! 



 Orchid Tip of the Month by Scot Mitamura 
 

 

  

Another extremely wet summer is turning into a soggy autumn.  Over the years the weather has sure changed a lot, 
so subsequently our orchid culture needs to adjust as well.  It is such a challenge to get my orchids to dry between 
waterings.   
 

Picking up fallen leaves and cutting off orchids stems infected with Phytopthera or black rot is becoming a regular 
routine.  Fortunately, I am able to apply fungicides to assist in my control of the fungus.  I'm beginning to re-pot 
some of my orchids in clay pots, so they can dry faster.  I am also adding more perlite (sponge rock - for drainage) 
into my media, as well as using less media in the pots, which will also help in drying it out faster.   
 

I'm noticing that my orchids that are hanging seem to love all this extra water.  Maybe this is a clue in how to grow 
orchids in wet areas.  
  
The lesson learned is to be observant and flexible in growing your orchids, just because something worked before 
does not guarantee continued success.  I wonder if this will work in my personal life too?  On the upside to the wet 
summer is that our winter, if predictions are right, should be on the dry side.   

  
~Scot 

Upcoming Events: 

 October 5th at 7:30 p.m. WOS General 
Membership Meeting at King Intermediate 
School Cafeteria 

 October 8th at 9:30 a.m. Workshop at Dot 
Sakamoto’s house. If you need directions 
call Dot at 236-4104 

 October 14, 15 & 16 Honolulu Orchid 
Society’s Annual Orchid Show 

 November 2nd Auction Night 

 December 10th Christmas Party 

 March 22, 23, 24, 25, & 26 Windward Orchid 
Society 2017 Spring Show  

Save these dates and watch for more information to 
follow. 

 

Honolulu Orchid Society’s 
77th Annual Orchid Show  

“Orchid Jackpot” 
Friday, Oct. 14 – 16, 2016  

9:00 am -5:00 pm 
Washington Middle School 

 
Set-up:  WOS will meet at Dot’s house on  
Thursday, October 13th at 11:00 am and will be departing at 
11:30 am. 
  
Please bring your blooming plants to the show by 12:00 am or 
drop them off at Dot’s house by 10:30 am. 
 
We are looking for blooming orchid plants, greens for fillers 
and lots of volunteers.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact  
Craig Nakahara at 284-4718. 

A Message From Our President  
 

Aloha everyone!   
  
I can’t believe it’s October already.  We have had plenty of rain, and its time for the orchids to get a chance to dry out – 
but not likely since we are coming into the rainy season!  I have been very concerned that some of my orchids are get-
ting water logged, but so far they all seem to be doing o.k. in spite of the weather. 
 
October starts the race to the Holidays, Halloween; Auction Night in November; Thanksgiving; our Christmas Banquet; 
New Years and the Calendar turns to 2017!    
 
We will need to really, really, really, (yes, really) get serious about our Spring Show.  It sounds cliché – but March 2017 
will be here before we know it!   PLEASE, PLEASE plan on volunteering in any way you can for the Spring Show.  We 
will need all kinds of help especially if we remain at Kokokahi – we’ll have to fine tune from last Show OR if we move it 
to the cafeteria – we will have a whole new set of logistics!  So Help, Help and Help!!!   
 
Stay Dry – Keep Calm and Repot On -  
 

~ Sheron 



Mail correspondence to:  Windward Orchid Society, Inc.  P.O. Box 23  Kaneohe, Hawaii  96744 

The WOS meets on the first Wednesday of every month at the King Intermediate School Cafeteria. 

  

   

WOS September Orchid Culture Awards 

1st Place– Novice Division 
Tol. Tequila Sunrise 
Owner: Adam Almeida 

1st Place– Intermediate Division 
Phal. Taiwan Red Cat 
Owner: Tyler Tajima 

1st Place– Master Division 
Milt. Anne Warne ‘Ruby’ CR/HOS 

Owner: Scot Mitamura 

2nd Place– Novice Division 
Per. elata ‘Dove Orchid’ 
Owner: Duncan Chun 

2nd Place– Intermediate Division 
Onc. Sweet Sixteen ‘Elegant’ 
Owner: Deborah Collins 

2nd Place– Master Division 
Den. Hibiki ‘Tiny Bubbles’ 
Owner: Bill & Hilda Takamatsu 

WOS Corner:  
 

At our September General Membership meeting we had 72 members and 3 guests. 
 

Orchid Doctor 
 

Reminder:  If you have questions about your orchids or have orchids that are 
not doing well, please bring them early (7:00p.m.) to the General Member-
ship meeting and our orchid doctor (Scot) will gladly try to answer any ques-
tions that you have about them. 
 

General Questions 
 

For questions about the Windward Orchid Society, see Craig Nakahara 
(wearing a florescent green shirt) during our General Membership Meeting. 
 

Refreshment Contributions Please 
 

Sign up sheets are at the refreshment table or you can email  
Toni Walker at toni.walker58@yahoo.com.  

 

Audio Equipment Help is needed at 
our General Membership Meetings. 
Experience is good but not required. 
Please see Sheron Harwood at our 
next meeting. 

Parking Chairperson is needed for 
our Spring Show next year.  
No experience required. 
Our Spring Show committee has 
started planning and we need you. 
Please see Susan Lim at our next 
meeting. 
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Special thanks to 

Derwin Hayashi Photography 
for taking the orchid pictures for this issue. 


